Placenta previa: its relationship with race and the country of origin among Asian women.
To examine the association between placenta previa with maternal race and its variations by country of origin among Asian women. Retrospective cohort study. We analyzed data from a population-based retrospective cohort study of 16,751,627 pregnancies in the US. The data were derived from the national linked birth/infant mortality database for the period 1995-2000. Multiple logistic regressions were used to describe the relationship between placenta previa and race as well as country of origin among Asian women. About 3.3 per 1,000 pregnancies were complicated with placenta previa among white women, while the corresponding figures for black women and women of other races were 3.0 and 4.5 per 1,000 pregnancies, respectively. The excess risk remained substantial and significant after adjustment for confounders for women of other races compared to white women. The frequencies of placenta previa among Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Korean, Vietnamese and other Asian or Pacific Islander were 5.6, 5.1, 7.6, 4.5, 5.9, 4.4 and 4.4 per 1,000 pregnancies, respectively. The adjusted odds ratios ranged from 1.39 to 2.15 among Asian women by country of origin, with the lowest for Japanese and Vietnamese and the highest for Filipino women in our study. Asian women have excess risk of placenta previa compared with white women. Major variation exists in placenta previa risk among Asian women, with the lowest risk in Japanese and Vietnamese women and the highest risk in Filipino women.